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down in the religious prejudices of a conservative people.
It is part of a social system evolved beyond the memory
of history to which orthodox Hindus cling as though it
were a thing of yesterday. The injustice of it has been
many times admitted by Hindus themselves, who would
have abolished the ordinary forms of slavery long ago, but
because of the prejudice of the masses and because of
the Levitical sanction which is attached to it, no one has
yet been found of sufficient influence to procure its
abandonment.

The origin of the custom will never be certainly known.
The "Aryan5 School, who obtain their information from
Sanskrit sources, imagine that the caste system was intro-
duced to preserve the purity of the stock, that the con-
quered peoples of India were relegated to the lowest
recognized division, that of the Sudras, who are the culti-
vators of the soil, and that the pariahs were the aborigines,
or perhaps those who did not submit to the Aryan con-
querors. There are many objections to this theory, which
it is out of place to discuss here. Not the least, however,
is that while any Sudra can aspire to any position in the
State, the lot of the pariahs, except for the efforts of
missionaries and the intervention of the British Govern-
ment, has remained almost unchanged. The theory of
degraded occupation has even less to recommend it, be-
cause, though some pariahs are employed as scavengers,
and many more are engaged in leather and allied trades
which are an abomination to the orthodox Hindu, many
more are field-labourers, and as such carry on work which
is as honourable and as much respected as any in the
country. The present writer is convinced that the system
was begun in some form of religious taboo connected
with totemistic rites. The whole system of caste, includ-
ing the degradation of the pariahs, is strongest, as every
one admits, in the south. It is now generally conceded